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A.  DDR  ESS 

OF  THE  LOYAL  LEAGUES  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK  TO 
THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Convention  assembled  at  Utica,  Oct.  20,  1863. 

The  delegates  of  the  Leagues  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as- 
sembled in  the  city  of  Utica,  October  20, 1863,  to  consider  in  what 
manner  they  may  best  aid  the  Government  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  to  the  final  and  complete  overthrow  of  the  rebellion 
against  its  authority,  and  the  re-establishment  of  the  national 
unity,  have,  after  much  deliberation,  come  to  the  following  con- 
clusions : 

1.  One  of  the  ways  in  which  you  can  "best  aid"  it,  is  to  talk 
and  write  against  the  Rebellion.  The  sham  Democrats  talk  and 
write  a  little  against  it.  But  this  is  only  to  the  end  of  making 
more  effective  their  much  talking  and  writing  for  it.  In  your 
honest,  earnest,  and  habitual  talking  and  writing  against  the' Re- 
bellion, you  should  especially  aim  to  arouse  the  slumbering  patri- 
otism of  your  neighbors.  Especially  also  should  you  aim,  if  only 
for  their  children's  sake,  to  recall  to  loyalty  such  of  those  neigh- 
bors as  have  followed  the  counsels  of  treason.  Yery  sad  is  the 
reflection  that  thousands  of  persons  here  at  the  North  must  go 
through  life  under  the  stigma  of  being  the  children  of  traitors. 

2.  Another  of  the  ways  in  which  you  can  "  best  aid"  your  Gov- 
ernment, is  with  your  money.  Welcome  the  war  taxes,  even  the 
heaviest  of  them,  upon  your  property  and  pursuits,  pay  them  patri- 
otically and  cheerfully.  Have  you  money  to  invest  ? — purchase 
with  it  the  bonds  of  the  Government.  For  in  this  wise  you  not 
only  help  the  Government  with  your  money,  but  you  also  help  it 
by  expressing  your  confidence  in  it.  Doubt  not  that  these  bonds 
will  be  paid.     No  other  nation  l;as  more  abilitv  than  our  own  to 


fulfill  its  obligations.  But  to  a  patriot  this  point  need,  not  be 
argued.  For  he  wishes  no  higher  than  his  country's  security  for 
the  return  of  liis  investment.  If  his  country  fail,  he  is  willing  to 
fail  with  it.  Wealth  can  no  longer  have  worth  to  him,  after  he 
no  longer  has  a  country. 

3.  Another  of  the  ways  in  which  you  can  "  best  aid"  your  Gov- 
ernment is  to  supply  it  with  soldiers.  When  one  of  your  drafted 
neighbors  can  not  or  ought  not  to  be  a  soldier,  then  let  a  substitute 
be  provided.  Men  of  property,  and  especially  rich  men,  should  be 
eager  to  help  make  such  provision.  What  so  good  use  can  a  man 
make  of  his  wealth  as  in  obtaining  defenders  of  his  country  ? 
The  present  call  of  the  Government  for  three  hundred  thousand 
soldiers  you  should  not  only  approve  but  rejoice  in.  It  is  a  fresh 
evidence  not  only  of  the  earnestness  of  the  Government,  but  of  its 
determination  to 'make  a  speedy  end  of  what  remains  of  the  Re- 
bellion. We  hope  that  no  draft  will  be  necessary,  but  that  three 
hundred  thousand  'volunteers  will  respond  to  the  call,  and  that 
their  neighbors  will  encourage  them  with  liberal  bounties  and 
ample  provision  for  their  families. 

4.  The  only  other,  of  all  other  ways,  to  best  aid  your  govern- 
ment, which  we  will  single  out  and  commend  to  you,  is  that  of 
giving  your  votes,  and  of  getting*  other  men  to  give  theirs,  to  the 
Government.  The  civil  as  well  as  the  military  power  must  be  on 
the  side  of  the  Government.  If  you  give  the  Government  all  that 
it  needs  of  military  preparation  against  the  enemy,  including  even 
millions  of  soldiers,  nevertheless,  Avith  an  adverse  civil  power,  it 
will  be  but  too  like  to  fail.  Hardly  could  you  hope. for  success 
for  it,  if  the  National  Legislature,  or  a  large  proportion  of  the 
State  Legislature  or  State  Executive  were  against  it.  Suppose 
Gov.  Curtin  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Gov.  Andrew  of  Massachusetts, 
had  been  at  work  with  our  Gov.  Seymour  to  poison  and  prejudice 
the  popular  mind  against  the  Government.  Suppose  that,  like 
him,  they  had  refused  to  protect  with  State  troops  the  peace,  the 
persons,  and  the  property  of  their  respective  States  ;  suppose  that, 
like  him,  they  had  put  the  militia  of  their  respective  States  in  the 
hands  of  officers  who  are  notoriously  in  sympathy  with  the  enemy; 
suppose  that,  like  him,  they  had  desecrated  the  Fourth  of  July 
with  speeches  inciting  their  followers  to  violence  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  to  the  putting  of  mobs  on  a  par  with  tlie  Govern- 
ment, and  to  the  accounting  of  the  Government  as  a  despotism 


which  they  are  at  liberty  to  supplant  witli  a  despotism  of  their 
own  choosing,  and  to  the  classing  of  Northern  traitors  with  our 
Revolutionary  Fathers,  and  to  the  shutting  of  Federal  power  out 
of  the  States ;  to  suppose  all  this  is  to  suppose  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  surely  have  been  discouraged  and  paralyzed,  and  the 
country  surely  lost. 

We  are  urging  the  importance  of  votes  for  the  Government — in 
other  words,  of  votes  that  will  place  the  Civil  Authorities  on  the 
side  of  the  Government.  This  importance  is  even  greater  than 
that  of  giving  soldiers  to  the  Government.  With  the  Civil 
Authorities  on  its  side,  the  Government  will  find  it  easy  to  get 
soldiers.  But,  with  the  Civil  Authorities  at  work  to  reduce  the 
patriotism  of  the  people,  and  turn  them  away  from  the  war,  the 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  getting  soldiers  will  become  well  nigh  in- 
surmountable. 

But  how  shall  we  so  give  our  votes,  that  they  will  be  votes 
given  to  the  government  ?  We  answer  by  electing  men  to  office 
who,  officially  and  unofficially,  formally  and  informally,  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  constantly  and  cordially,  will  co-operate  with 
the  Government  in  its  one  present  work  of  crushing  the  rebellion ! 
Hence  if  there  is  a  candidate,  who  does  not  make  this  work  earn- 
estly and  unconditionally  his  own  one  present  work,  we  can  not 
vote  for  him.  When  a  sound  patriot  sees  a  causeless  and  murder- 
ous rebellion  against  his  country  he  does  not,  like  Gov.  Seymour, 
"pause"'  to  make  conditions.  But  he  goes  promptly  and  unquali- 
fiedly for  putting  it  down,  wholly  irrespective  of  what  the  putting 
of  it  down  may  help  or  harm.  We  can  put  political  power  into  no 
man's  hands,  who,  when  the  life  of  his  country  is  struck  at,  will 
not  go  instantly,  uncalculatingly,  and  unconditionally  for  over- 
throwing the  assassins.  And  just  now  let  us  say,  that  if  any  man 
has  a  party  or  an  interest  which  will  be  damaged  by  the  putting 
down  of  this  rebellion,  he  had  better  hasten  to  quit  the  party  and 
dismiss  the  interest.     For  they  must  both  be  bad,  very  bad. 

In  the  light  of  what  we  have  said,  we  can  not  vote  for  any  of 
the  candidates  on  the  Democratic  State  ticket  ;  for  not  one  of 
them  is  in  favor  of  putting  down  the  rebellion  unconditionally,  and 
by  whatever  means  may  prove  most  effective.  Not  one  of  them 
stands  by  the  Government.  All  of  them  stand  by  Seymour,  Yal- 
landigham,  and  others,  open  enemies  of  the  Government.  All  of 
them  are  for  making  peace  with  the  rebels  by  making  concessions 


to  the  rebels.  To  vote  for  them  is  to  vote  for  men  in  open  sym- 
pathy witli  tlie  enemy,  end  for  men  whom  the  enemy  is  intensely 
and  openly  desirous  to  have  us  elect. 

And  now  can  we,  in  the  light  of  what  we  have  laid  down,  vote 
for  the  men  on  the  other  State  ticket — the  Union  State  ticket  ? 
We  can.  We  can  vote  for  every  one  of  them.  Tlrere  are  Demo- 
crats upon  it,  and  yet  Republicans  can  vote  the  ticket.  There  are 
Republicans  upon  it,  and  yet  Democrats  can  vote  it.  In  short,  any 
and  every  man  can  vote  it,  who  is  not  more  of  a  partisan  than  a 
patriot.  And  why  is  it  that  every  patriot  can  vote  it?  Because 
every  man  upon  the  ticket  is  a  patriot,  and  goes  therefore  for  the 
destruction  of  the  rebellion,  at  whatever  cost  to  party  or  self. 
Because,  in  a  word,  every  man  upon  it  has  given  up  party  and  self 
for  country. 

We  might  have  summed  up  all  the  duties  that  we  owe  at  this 
crisis,  in  the  one  duty  of  standing  by  our  patriotic  Government, 
and  especially  by  our  able  and  honest  President. 

We  say  no  more.  The  time  for  words  is  passing  away.  The 
time  for  duty  is  at  hand.  In  a  few  hours  we  shall  start  for  our 
respective  homes,  and  for  the  renewal  of  our  labors  to  get  patriot- 
ic votes  into  the  ballot  box.  We  trust  that  you  will  all  be  with 
us  in  this  labor  fund  that  you  will  count  no  services  too  burden- 
some, if  so  be  that  you  may  thereby  contribute  to  make  the  labor 
successful. — Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  have  just  proved,  through  the 
ballot  box,  that  they  are  on  the  side  of  the  country.  In  the  like 
way  must  Xew^York  prove  that  she  also  is  on  that  side.  The  un- 
ion of  these  three  great  centre  States  will,  to  use  Bible  language, 
be  "  a  threefold  cord  not  quickly  broken." — This  cord  will  stand 
any  strain  which  the  traitors  of  the  South  or  the  worse  traitors  of 
the  North  can  bring  against  it. 

Ohio  has  put  her  Yallandigham  into  his  political  grave.  Penn- 
sylvania has  put  her  Woodward  into  his.  A  fortnight  hence,  and 
New  York  will  make  a  similar  disposition  of  her  Seymour  and 
Woods.  It  is  true,  that  they  are  not  literally  in  nomination  at  this 
election.  Nevertheless  their  principles,  and  virtually  they  them- 
selves, are  in  nomination  in  the  persons  of  the  Democratic  State 
candidates. — Hence,  in  burying  these  candidates,  as  ive  surely  shall, 
we  shall  also  bury  the  Seymours  and  Woods,  whose  traitorous 
principles  are  identical  with  and  more  outspoken  than  those  of 
these  candidates. 


